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Comprehensive HIVSTI Program with Sex Workers (PPE 697 PM)

Aim and Objectives

The aim and objective of this program is to provide HIV/STI prevention and
care service for male/transgender sex workers and their clients, for reducing
their risks of infecting HIV/STI, and to encourage HIV+ people to start
treatment as soon as possible. Throughout empowerment and education, we
hope to increase their awareness of safe sex and regular test. Moreover,
increasing sex workers’ self-esteem may help them to refuse high risk sex
which usually proposed by their clients. It may decrease their risk of infecting
HIV/STDs.

Project design

In this program design, we keep contact with sex workers and their clients
through regular outreach, and we will distribute free condoms, lubricants and
newsletter during outreach, to provide HIV/STD information and industry
information. We also hold occupational safety workshop and social activities
for sex workers.

Peer volunteer training is the activity for community members who are willing
to contribute to join as a volunteer and to participate in outreach. Through the
volunteer training, they will know more about HIV/STD, outreach skills and to
build up self-esteem.

We also provided HIV and Syphilis rapid tests to the community. If anyone
has a positive result in the rapid test, we will provide instant consultation
services, referral services and accompany them to hospital. We hope that
they will have a positive attitude to have treatment after they fully understand
their situation.

Target population

There are two parts in the program, each part will concern different
communities. The first part targeted on local male sex workers and their
clients, young male sex workers, young men who have sex with men and
male sex workers from mainland China. The second part targeted on
transgender sex workers and ethnic minority sex workers.

Main achievements

Throughout the project year, we carried out 92 rapid tests for local male sex
workers, 121 rapid tests for clients of local male sex workers, 104 rapid tests
for young male sex workers, 142 rapid tests for young men who have sex with
men, 101 rapid tests for male sex workers from Mainland China, 74 rapid
tests for transgender sex workers and 38 rapid tests for ethnic minority male
sex workers. We also distributed more than 85000 condoms to the



community. We followed 8 cases which showed positive results during rapid
tests, and we referred them to hospitals in Hong Kong and Philippine
depending on where they come from.

Conclusions

Generally, sex workers are aware to have safe sex and regular test. They are
also willing to receive condoms and lubricants from the organization. The
most common factors of unsafe sex are from regular partners with intimacy
and habits of Chem Fun. The growing trend of Chem Fun is one of these
factors and it is worrying.

Since the beginning of 2020, pandemics of COVID-19 affect the program
execution. For example, closure of venues decrease numbers of community
members, cancellation of mass activities etc. It is necessary to keep contact
with the community through online methods.



