Executive summary of PPE 687 PM

"LINK: Enhancing the link between HIV prevention, screening, treatment and care for
the health of key populations”

1. Stepping up: Scale up the efforts in HIV education and testing through multimedia
and platforms with community stakeholders

-Aim and Objectives

1. Improve knowledge about HIV risk and attitudes towards HIV infection among men who
have sex with men (MSM);

2. Minimize the chance of HIV infections caused by Chem Fun; and

3. Enhance the accessibility of HIV testing among MSM.

- Project design

This project aimed to recruit MSM through physical outreach, internet/ social media outreach,
volunteer group development and campaign activities. It shared HIV related knowledge and
testing promotion to build participants motivation to reduce risk behaviour as well as to
minimising HIV related harm.

The identified MSM were encouraged to receive free HIV testing at AIDS Concern’s testing
centre, mobile sites and the testing service vehicle.

Meanwhile, in order to ensure community participation in the service, community members
were recruited as supporters of the service. They helped to deliver HIV testing services to the
community following intensive training on the testing and counseling service, or by
conducting the outreach service together with staff members.

- Target population
1. Men who have sex with men (MSM)

- Main achievements

1. 30,967 MSM reached and motivated to HIV testing, via physical venues and ICT
platforms intervention

7,326 tests conducted for MSM

90 HIV positive cases identified

14 MSM testing peers recruited and trained

47 MSM education peers recruited and trained

absrown

- Conclusions

With reference to the high HIV infection rate among MSM, scaling up coverage of HIV testing
to the community is essential for HIV prevention. As the largest HIV testing service provider
among NGOs, AIDS Concern aims to provide a testing service with quality counseling
support and convenience. The number of HIV positive cases being identified by this service
and the risk profile of the people using the service shows that it is important to maintain focus
on this high risk population.
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Executive summary of PPE 687 PM

"LINK: Enhancing the link between HIV prevention, screening, treatment and care for
the health of key populations”

2. POZ Life: Building a healthy community of People living with HIV (PLHIV)

.-Aim and Objectives

1. Ensure PLHIV support system access through timely medical and psychological services
(Individual level)

2. Provide support to PLHIV’s significant others/care givers so that they will be to mutually
support (interpersonal level)

3. Foster a supportive environment to people affected by HIV via public education with
participation of PLHIV (Community and society level)

- Project design

This project emphasized the importance of connection between screening, access to
treatment and drug adherence for newly diagnosed cases. Therefore, this project provided
one stop service including immediate counseling support, information provision, partner
notification, psychological, physical and emotional support, and escort service to help users
access their first medical appointment, regular case review.

In order to foster a greater participation of PLHIV (GIPA), this project recruited PLHIV as
mentors to support newly diagnosed PLHIV to overcome obstacles encountered at an early
stage. Regular recreational, therapeutic or informative sessions were organized so as to
develop a knowledge learning platform and a mutual aid support network.

- Target population
1. Newly diagnosed HIV positive service users
2. Existing people living with HIV

- Main achievements
1. 102 newly diagnosed PLHIV who received escort service on treatment to HIV clinic

2. 93 %( year 1) and 98 %( year2) of newly diagnosed PLHIV served engaged in HIV
specialist service

2. 119 PLHIV joined mutual aid support group

-Conclusions

Due to advances in medical treatment, the clinical management of the HIV/AIDS has
improved and a patient's active participation in treatment has become a core factor in the
success to the epidemic control. Therefore, a one stop service for PLHIV is essential to
ensure their motivation in accessing treatment as well as maintain good drug compliance.
Medical, personal and psychosocial supports are important to achieve "treatment as
prevention”. Moreover, a supportive environment needs to be established in order to
eliminate obstacles which block people living with HIV from accessing treatment.



PPE 687 PM AY{THEEE

“PEEE  IRERZIREERITERS - A  JeRNIRR R Z RAVBEE - DIRECR HEE ARV
JRH 2. POZ 47 : B —EFENEZRERFETE (PLHV)
-HRYEEE
1B HI SRR DR AR TS - ML R E B SR AT
2. 7] A A A SO AR R Sk - A& B BhAgas
EBHEE BRI AREE - REGE G IS LA SRR &R
-THHERET

%I H SR T2 B (B ZE A~ RS R SRR e 2 I R B - INIE - B2 IHE R
7 — bR - CUFER R - PR OCEMEMR RN » SR BRI A B B AR ~ O3
A BRI R LURRe SR s - DUETRIE A S IS B IO M e a2

B TR ERGEE SIS - ISR EF R - DSR2 Y R o ik 7
ABFIHRERE - L5132 IE H N E PR S EE) - e NMEEUE EAORE  ([E % T IR RARER
ERERIFRE -

-BEEARE

I )

2. CHERIN R

-FEERR

1. Ry 102 fir i ffes2 R B B it a2 S ARt B R 2 4

2.93% (5 14) A198% (58 2 4F) MIMITEZ &) 2 E R HRE2 T
2. 119 HFASEIIA T BB/ N

PR - LR HIER RS BRI RIEN - 2RI B S A i 2 LG HR E AR FZEH
FUTIRAVEHSE - NEE > Rttt —uhaURe - BRI & LB SRy - RETRTHIT
2B AN S ORESF BAFRYSEIMRGEE - TRIMER amEITEY" ek - ok - 1
G R R R BN AT - DUBBRIBCRE RSB LB ERE -



Executive summary of PPE 687 PM

"LINK: Enhancing the link between HIV prevention, screening, treatment and care for
the health of key populations”

3. KNOW your risk, KNOW your status: Enhance the Male clients of female sex
workers’ (CFSW) understanding in risk of HIV infection and awareness of HIV testing

-Aim and Objectives

® Enhance the awareness of CFSW towards their risk of HIV infection with appropriate
action

® Provide HIV testing among CSW with risk of HIV infection

® Create supportive environment for CFSW to know their risk of HIV infection and HIV
status

® Analyze the sexual behaviour of CFSW

-Project Design

This project aimed to identify those CFSW with high risk of HIV infection by providing them
with information and tools to help them know their risk of HIV infection accurately and take
action for HIV testing at an early stage. Apart from intervention at individual level in physical
and internet platforms, campaigns and partnerships with community stakeholders were
important. This included partnerships with NGOs, private/public clinics and companies
related to the CFSW.

-Target population
Male clients of female sex workers (CFSW)

-Main achievements
1. 1,862 HIV tests provided to CFSW in centre and outreach venues.

2. 5,359 contacts of CFSW reached via sex and entertainment venues outreach.
3. 5,975 contacts of CFSW reached via social media and internet based intervention.
4. 16 male-oriented services and NGOs partnerships established.

-Conclusions

Though the reported HIV cases from heterosexual male population have become stable in
recent years, according to service data, the level of consistent condom use between CFSW
and their casual sex partners was not as low as we want to see (69%). Online intervention is
essential to reach out CFSW following the growth in popularity of internet communication.
Meanwhile, collaborations with stakeholders allow us to connect with CFSW from through
virtual and actual platforms.
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Executive summary of PPE 687 PM

"LINK: Enhancing the link between HIV prevention, screening, treatment and care for
the health of key populations”

. Enhance the awareness of HIV prevention and testing of the ethnic minorities who

are at risk of HIV infection

-Aim and Objectives

® To enhance HIV/STIs and health knowledge of sexually active Indonesian and Filipino
female and African ethnic minorities

® To enhance HIV/STIs testing and voluntary counselling and testing (VCT) service
awareness of sexually active Indonesian and Filipino females and African ethnic
minorities

® To deliver culturally sensitive anti-stigma education, counselling and post-test follow-up
service to HIV positive Indonesian and Filipino females and African ethnic minorities,
their family and stakeholders

® To understand HIV-related knowledge, attitudes, behaviour and needs of sexually active

Indonesian and Filipino females and African ethnic minorities.

-Project Design

This project targeted Indonesian and Filipino females and Africans and provided HIV
education, testing and PLHIV support through physical and internet outreach, partnership
with EM NGOs and peer educator development, in order to motivate those with high risk of
HIV infection to do testing at an early stage.

Target population

Indonesian and Filipino females and Africans.

1
2

3.

Main achievements
. 594 HIV tests provided to ethnic minorities
. 1,009 contacts of Indonesian and Filipino female ethnic minorities engaged in HIV/STIs,
sexual health and testing knowledge conversations at internet outreach.
375 participants attended HIV/STIs, sexual health, and testing knowledge workshop in
partnership programme

Conclusions

According to the data of this project, we found that 78% of the Indonesian, 79% of Filipino
and 60% of Africans received their first HIV test ever at our service. Lack of knowledge,
poor access to government sexual health services in Hong Kong and fear of disclosure of
HIV status to their employer if they received a HIV positive testing result are core factors
preventing action on health for these populations. This project contributes to the
community by providing accurate knowledge, time friendly HIV testing and stigma
reduction program, in order to support and build their HIV protection.
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