Executive summary of PPE 657 PM

"LINK: Enhancing the link between HIV prevention, screening, treatment and care
for the health of key populations”

1. Stepping up: Scale up the efforts in HIV education and testing through
multimedia and platforms with community stakeholders

-Aim and Objectives

1. To enhance MSM’s accessibility of HIV testing service

2. Reach out hard-to-reach MSM through outreach strategies to increase the
awareness of HIV prevention

3. Toincrease the awareness of HIV prevention and reduce the risk behavior of MSM
community

- Project design

This project was aimed to recruit the MSM through physical outreaching, internet/ social
media outreaching, volunteer group and campaign activities by sharing of HIV related
knowledge, testing promotion, in order to enhance their motivations in behavior change
of risk behavior as well as minimize the HIV related harm to them.

The identified MSM were encouraged to receive our free HIV testing service at our
testing Centre, mobile sites where able to reach most MSM and the testing service
vehicle at alt night in different hot spot, in order to eliminate the barriers of accessing the
testing service.

Meanwhile, in order to advocate the community participations, community members
were recruited as supporters of the service, they delivered HIV testing service to the
community of AIDS Concern after the intensive training of testing and counseling
service, or conduct outreaching service together with staff.

- Target population
1. Men who have sex with Men (MSM)
- Main achievements

1. 19,055 of MSM reached and motivated to HIV testing, via physical venues and ICT
platforms intervention

3,713 test conducted to MSM

89 HIV positive cases were identified

10 MSM testing peer recruited and trained

54 MSM education peer recruited and trained

abwn

- Conclusions

With reference to the high HIV infection rate among MSM community, scale up
coverage of HIV testing to the community is the core strategy of prevention. As the
largest HIV testing service provider among NGO, we aim to provide testing service with



guality counseling support and convenience, in order to extend the testing service
coverage as well as facilitate their change of risky behavior.
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Executive Summary of PPE657PM-

“LINK: Enhancing the link between HIV prevention, screening, treatment and care
for the health of key populations”

2. Hau Hon 2.0: Drive safer sex behavior and testing by male clients of female
sex workers (CFSW) through outreach, partnerships and social marketing.

-Aim and Objectives

1. To increase the accessibility of information and education on HIV prevention and
safer sex received by hard-to-reach high risk heterosexual men

2. To increase the accessibility of HIV testing and support to the high risk
heterosexual men.

3. To foster supportive environment for HIV education and early testing through
partnerships with male-oriented online platform, male-dominated industry, support
groups and social marketing campaigns.

- Project design

This project was aimed to provide accurate HIV / STlIs related knowledge to
heterosexual male who with multiple sex partner in both internet, social media and
physical platform. Furthermore, provide free, confidential and anonymous HIV testing
and counseling service was the key intervention to increase their capacities in
protecting themselves from HIV infections. In order to reduce the geographic barrier in
receiving HIV testing, we provide onsite testing and counseling service at the remoted
area by our mobile testing service vehicle.

In order to engage the hidden population, the participations of community
stakeholders were essential. Owner of sex toy shop, supervisors of male dominated
industry as well as the admin of internet adult discussion forum were the core
stakeholders to provide a platforms for reaching out to the targeted population and
deliver the accurate knowledge.

- Target population

1. Male clients of female sex worker
2. Heterosexual male with multiple sex partner

- Main achievements

1. 21,815 contacts with CFSW via social media platform, physical outreach in sex &
entertainment venue;

2. 74,198 condoms distributed.

3. 1,791 HIV test conducted to CFSW.

4. 10 occupations referred service users received HIV testing.

- Conclusions

From the behavioral surveillance data shows in the VCT service conducted by AIDS
Concern, the risk of heterosexual male with causal sex partners (CSP) is HIGHER than
the CFSW. It is crucial to extend the support to CSP, convenience testing service was
essential to motivate them to do testing in the early stage of HIV infection.
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Executive summary of PPE 657 PM

3. Youth Harmony: Comprehensive HIV/AIDS education and testing for Young
MSM(YMSM) and sexually active heterosexual party-goers
-Aim and Objectives

1. To increase the capacity of the targeted youth on HIV/AIDS knowledge; life-
skills and value-reflection to enhance their self-efficacy to adopt safer sexual
behavior and HIV testing.

2. To create supportive environment in YMSM community which introduce HIV
prevention and testing in social media

Create a sexual healthy supportive environment for the targeted youth population
with the collaboration of community stakeholders

- Project design

In order to increase the awareness of HIV testing in the youth community with different
sexual orientations, youth friendly platforms including social media platforms, youth-
popular instant messenger, youth-popular entertainment venues, student organizations
and mainstream youth agencies have been used to promote HIV testing.

Throughout those online and offline outreach, it is not only delver the knowledges
related HIV/AIDS and sexual health, but also facilitate the attitude change towards safer
sex practice as well as life-skills enhancement, via peer leaded discussion group,
counseling and testing service.

- Target population

1. Young MSM (age under 25)
2. Young High risk heterosexual party-goers

- Main achievements

1. 15,000 condoms distributed

2. 911 contacts made with YMSM via social media outreach

3. 32 YMSM trained as health care promoter

4. 1,365 contacts made with young partygoers via clubbing outreach

- Conclusions

Nowadays, more and more youngsters looking for sex through social dating apps
because of the convenience and privacy. Meanwhile, they became hard-to-reach
populations by the service. Therefore, social media outreaching, online campaign are
crucial role to engage young people for the intervention and this project reached
107,602 viewers from social media campaign.

Besides, 69.9% (N=827) of testing users of young party goers and 54.4% (N=1,291)
young MSM are new testing users. For those young MSM new testers, 45.9% of them
were assessed as high-risk of HIV infection which shows that the service can attract
those with high risk of HIV infection.
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Executive summary of PPE 657 PM
4. POZ Life: Building a healthy community of People living with HIV (PLHIV)

.-Aim and Objectives

This project aims to link up newly diagnosed infection cases to HIV treatment and care,
provide supportive care, prevention of further HIV transmission and sexually transmitted
infections (STIs) as well as to ensure the drug adherence on HARRT treatment.

The objectives of this project are: 1. Ensure newly diagnosed PLHIV can access quality
support service and early treatment to reduce the HIV infection.2. Enhance the
psychosocial wellbeing and social support of People living with HIV (PLHIV) for avoids
infection STI or re-infection and 3. Reduce the stigma towards HIV with the joint efforts
of PLHIV and stakeholders

- Project design

This project emphasized the importance of connection between screening, access to
treatment and drug adherence to newly diagnosed case. Hence, this project provides
one stop service includes immediately counseling support, information provision,
partner notification, psychological, physical and emotional support, and escort service
users access to their first medical appointment, regular case review.

In order to foster a greater participation of PLHIV (GIPA), this project recruit PLHIV as
mentor to support newly diagnosed PLHIV to overcome those obstacles encountered in
early stage. Also, regular recreational, therapeutic or informative sessions being
organize so as to develop not only knowledge learning platform but also mutual aid
support network.

- Target population

1. Newly diagnosed HIV positive service users
2. Existing people living with HIV

- Main achievements

1. 82 newly diagnosed PLHIV were identified

2. 90% of newly diagnosed PLHIV served engaged in HIV specialist service
2. 58 PLHIV joined mutual aid support group

- Conclusions

As the increasing numbers of testing service, more PLHIV was found accordingly and
the burdens of the PLHIV service become much heavier in terms of increasing numbers
as well as the complexity of the case.

Besides of offering support to PLHIV in medical aspect, psychosocial support is one of
the most important parts in order to achieve "treatment as prevention" strategy as
psychosocial barriers of getting HIV treatment prevent those PLHIV to get treatment in



early stage. From macro perspective, supportive environment need to be establish to
eliminate those obstacles which block People Living with HIV to access to treatment.
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